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Dear family and friends,
We have now participated in our first APTS Graduation Ceremony by Zoom on 25th March. The photos above show 
us and some of our graduating students from Mexico and Korea, among the 250 people online. There were 77 
graduates, including both those who should have graduated in March 2020 (precluded because lockdown in the 
Philippines had been imposed just two weeks earlier) and those who finished in March 2021. We had taught the 
majority of them, so it was, for us, a meaningful occasion. Normally everyone is on campus, so we had an extended 
staff discussion about how to do this. Lecturers were to wear academic robes but no caps, graduating students were to 
dress formally but not in academic dress because that was impossible for most. Photos were also shown of each 
student; some had been able to dress up in academic gowns while still on campus and others not. 

Although we have not been ‘classroom’ teaching this term, we have 
still been busy working with various students across the world and 
involved in several projects. Actually, the reduced pressure has felt 
beneficial for this season before we return to ‘classroom’ teaching 
by Zoom in June. 

Left: Some graduating students we have taught: 
Walter (China) and Samson (Papua New Guinea)  

Since our last newsletter, Stuart’s American PhD student Carl Martin 
(whom we got to know at Tyndale House in Cambridge some years ago) 
submitted his thesis. It was wonderful to hear later that Carl was 
successful. His topic was New Exodus Themes in John 13-17. 
Congratulations Carl! 

More recently, Kathleen’s Ghanaian PhD student, Paul Katampu, 
submitted his thesis on Polygamy and the Anglican Church in the Tamale 
Diocese, Ghana. So we await the reports from the examiners on that. 
Although these topics and contexts are very different, both men are 
ministers, teachers and influencers of others and desire to work accurately 
with both the Old and New Testaments to understand and teach more 
wisely. We hope that the Ghanaian thesis might also be of practical help 
for the church to think through the local issues clearly, faithfully and 
compassionately where the context is still a largely polygamist culture. 

Carl and Stuart

Paul

Stuart is currently supervising three students doing higher degrees—two Ethiopians 
and one Korean—and Kathleen needs to examine an Ethiopian thesis soon. Requests 
to work with other students can come at any time, so we try to make sensible decisions 
based on available time, but sometimes students cannot work to their estimated 
timetables, or we cannot work to ours, so stress points can occur.       

Stuart turned 72 last month. He has spent a lot of time 
assisting other postgraduate students by proofreading their 
PhD theses and helping with English and formatting. He 
has also proofread various articles for the APTS journal 
and some other publications and edited a book on 
leadership by a colleague in Singapore. 

Left: Our four children (and their families) helped us celebrate 
Stuart’s 72nd birthday recently.
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Kathleen has been able finally to have time to write a Study Guide for 
a course she filmed some years ago in Latvia on Old Testament Poetic 
Books (Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs), and Stuart 
has written some study questions for part of a course he also filmed on 
New Testament Background. Students are generally Russian or Latvian 
speaking, resident in various countries, where attending a Bible College 
is often not a possibility.

Kathleen being filmed in Latvia

Kathleen was asked by a former Indian student, now a pastor, to record 
a short video about God the Leader, the subject of her book published 
last year, for his YouTube channel. You can view this at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7kYqnr_dqI 

She has also enjoyed mentoring a Canadian woman she met in 1996, as 
part of her Masters in Biblical Studies course. Most Sundays this term she 
has been preaching in various churches and one Saturday she led a 
Pastoral Care training day. We have both had periodic questions from 
students and former students about all sorts of things and needed to 
engage with them by email or Zoom.

So it has been good to have this term away from ‘classroom’ teaching in 
order to do these other related and important things. And we have still been 
‘among the nations’ while being at home! It has also been good to begin to 
catch up on some of the jobs that are overdue at home. Stuart has enjoyed 
tidying up the garden by moving rocks around to make terraces. Sadly, we 
now have to use wire around some plants that pademelons would otherwise 
feast on and demolish!

This week we will have a week’s holiday on Flinders Island. It’s part of the 
state of Tasmania, but is located to the north, in the Bass Strait that separates 
us from the mainland of Australia. Then, after our holiday, we will need to 
begin preparing in earnest for teaching in June. Stuart will teach Hermeneutics 
and Synoptic Gospels. Kathleen will teach Old Testament Theology, but will 
have an individual student for Exegesis of Proverbs beginning right after our 
holiday. Teaching will again need to be by Zoom.

Kathleen’s health has still been up and down. Her back pain has largely gone, but some very gentle exercises 
recommended by a spinal physiotherapist provoked pain. She is waiting to have a further scan and to meet with a 
rheumatologist. Over the month before Easter she had almost daily nosebleeds. Cauterisation did not make a difference 
and a severe bleed took her to hospital. Packing the nose stopped the bleeding and we hope it does not return. 
We are very grateful to be in Tasmania, where there are no COVID cases. And in Australia, where there are very few 
cases and they are quickly followed up. And we have both had our first dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine. But we 
remember those in many other countries who are still in a raging battleground, both medical and economic, needing to 
be in lockdown for a very protracted amount of time. Would you please pray for the leaders and people of countries 
who are especially badly impacted with hardly a glimmer of relief as yet?

Part of our front garden

With love, 
Kathleen and Stuart

   DONATIONS may be made through Stewardship, either by:
1) Cheque or  
2) Money transfer  (this can be by regular standing order or as a one-off gift)

Please read the details of how to do this in the accompanying Stewardship form, or ask Dave Sage 
(who sends out our newsletters) to send you a form. 
To make a one-off donation online, go to https://www.give.net/20129654/oneoff  

Stewardship is a UK Christian charity which receives and passes on donations for eligible Christian mission work. 
They keep records, issue receipts and send gifts received to our account. 
As a registered charity they can attract Gift Aid for eligible donations.
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