
CONVOCATION
DINNER

“First of all I want to say a very big thank to you on 
behalf of my family and myself for the warm welcome 
you gave us, for the magnificent convocation ceremony 
and lovely dinner in such a friendly atmosphere… the 
memory of which I will cherish for the rest of my life. It 
was a memorable day indeed!”

This generous comment was one of several received in 
the days following the special events of the 9th of October 
2014 and confirmed for the Dean and his colleagues 
that arranging the formal dinner for the evening of the 
convocation, rather than for the preceding evening, was 
a good decision. Above all, it allowed GST graduates 
to attend with their families and guests, which ensured 
that the company of seventy-seven was at ease, lively 
and in celebratory mood. A pre-dinner drinks’ reception 
ensured a good start before family groups found their 
seats and were welcomed by Prof Dries du Plooy on 
behalf of GST and by Prof Fika van Rensburg on behalf 
of NWU.
At a suitable point later, Prof D Byron Evans asked the 
company to be upstanding as he proposed a toast “To 
the Graduates!” Responding to this on behalf of the 
graduates, Dr Basil Jackson expressed appreciation of 
the School’s provision for and support of its students 
and also, for the success of the day.
Prof Aleksandar Santrac, Secretary of the Alumni 
Society, offered his congratulations to the graduates, 
informing them that membership of the society was an 
integral part of the graduating process. He reminded 
those present of the valuable role open to an alumni 
society, particularly in assisting able students of limited 
financial means in accordance with the GST Mission 
Statement. He invited those who wished to activate 
positively their membership of the GST Alumni Society 
to send him their contact details.
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